2016 Evaluation Report by Department of Social Work, Kutztown University of Pennsylvania
Kutztown University
Research Commons at Kutztown University
Annual Conference on Social Work in the Global
Environment 2016
Nov 11th, 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
2016 Evaluation Report
Department of Social Work, Kutztown University of Pennsylvania
Follow this and additional works at: https://research.library.kutztown.edu/social-work-global-
environment
Part of the Social Work Commons
This Panel is brought to you for free and open access by Research Commons at Kutztown University. It has been accepted for inclusion in Annual
Conference on Social Work in the Global Environment by an authorized administrator of Research Commons at Kutztown University. For more
information, please contact czerny@kutztown.edu,.
Recommended Citation
Department of Social Work, Kutztown University of Pennsylvania, "2016 Evaluation Report" (2016). Annual Conference on Social
Work in the Global Environment. 1.
https://research.library.kutztown.edu/social-work-global-environment/2016/2016/1
 
Environmental and Ecological Justice,           
Human Rights and Socio-Economic Justice:     
Local and Global Response 
 
Overview 
The 5th Annual 
Conference on Social Work 
in the Global Environment 
was held on Friday 
November 11, 2016 from 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. in the 
Academic Forum, at 
Kutztown University of 
Pennsylvania. The aim of 
the Social Work in the 
Global Environment 
Conference is to contribute 
to the local-global 
perspectives in social work, 
utilizing the strategy: 
Thinking globally and 
acting locally. The theme 
for the 2016 conference was 
“Environmental and 
Ecological Justice, Human 
Rights and Socio-Economic 
Justice: Local and Global 
Response.” The conference 
program focused on 
Globalization, 
industrialization, 
environmental injustice and 
racism and judicial recourse, 
grassroots 
environmentalism, global 
conflicts, and local-global 
responses in building 
ecological and 
environmental literacy. 
 
The conference featured an 
invited keynote speaker 
from Texas State University 
5th Annual Conference on Social Work in                  
the Global Environment - Evaluation Report 
Kutztown University 
Department of Social Work    
610-683-4235 
11/11/2016 Academic Forum          
Kutztown University of 
Pennsylvania 
 
Event Summary 
• • • 
Event Name 
Annual Conference on      
Social Work in the            
Global Environment 
Theme 
“Environmental and 
Ecological Justice,          
Human Rights and            
Socio-Economic Justice:     
Local and Global Response” 
Date 
Friday, November 11, 2016 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Venue 
Academic Forum at 
Kutztown University of 
Pennsylvania 
Number of Attendees 
265 
Conference Chair 
Dr. Barth Yeboah, Professor, 
Department of Social Work, 
Kutztown University of 
Pennsylvania  
yeboah@kutztown.edu 
Conference Coordinator 
Brittany Fritchman, BSW, 
MSW Candidate 2017, 
Graduate Assistant, 
Department of Social Work 
Kutztown University of 
Pennsylvania  
bfrit737@live.kutztown.edu 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and ten juried paper 
presentations by faculty and 
students from Kutztown 
University and Widener 
University. 
In attendance at the 
conference were participants 
from our local communities, 
faculty and students from 
Rutgers and Alvernia 
Universities. 
 
Of the 265 attendees, 62 
completed and returned the 
conference evaluation 
questionnaire. Out of the 62 
respondents 14 were 
graduate students, 31 were 
undergraduate students, 12 
were faculty members and 5 
were others. 
Approximately 87.1% of the 
respondents were Social 
Work Major and 6.4% were 
from other majors and the 
remaining 6.5% did not 
respond.  
Majority   (93.6%) of the 
respondents heard about the 
conference from their course 
instructors and via KU email 
announcement.  
The results indicated that 
that over 80.65% of the 
respondents rated the 
keynote speech as excellent 
or very good and noted that 
the speaker was 
knowledgeable about the 
theme of the conference; 
59.7 % of the respondents 
indicated that the discussion 
held after the keynote 
speech was satisfactory; 
100% of the respondent 
indicated that the 
information gained from the 
sessions was congruent to 
the main theme of the 
conference; 
77.4% of the respondents 
rated the conference as well 
organized; 
 96.8% of the respondents 
rated the presentation 
sessions offered at the 
conference as excellent or 
very good while 3.2% rated 
it as satisfactory. 
Finally, 69.4 percent of the 
respondents indicated that 
the time allotted for each 
session was appropriate. 
The results further indicated 
that 98.4% of the 
respondents gained gain 
awareness and 
understanding of the 
local/global organizations 
responding to human needs 
after attending the 
conference. Asked if they 
would attend and/or 
recommend future 
conference to others, 
 98.4% of the respondents 
indicated that they would 
attend a future Annual 
Conference on Social Work 
in the Global Environment 
at KU and would 
recommend others to attend 
the conference.  
In terms of their 
involvement,  
35.5% of the respondents 
indicated that they would be 
willing to present in future 
conferences; 38.7% 
indicated that they might 
present in the future 
conference and the 24.2% 
indicated that they would 
not present in future 
conference. Some of the 
items drawn from the 
qualitative responses are 
reported below.  Overall this 
was a successful conference.
 
 
 
Overview by Sharma Yashoda 
Report design by Mary J Bononno 
Some of the themes drawn from the qualitative result with regards to the 
suggestion of topic for the future conference are as follows.  
Themes: Gender issues (equality, poverty inequalities between genders, rape culture, 
gender identity), human sexuality, homelessness, incarceration, food insecurity, 
education inequality, Media; Politics; International Advocacy; Wealth Inequality, 
Social Justice Issue of Human Trafficking, Effects of Poverty Cross-Globally, 
Identifying Racism; Family Environment among immigrants; Acculturation on 
immigrants, Trades-drug, weapon, labor, and sex.  
Needs: Logistical problems, access to the power points as resources. 
2016 Presenters 
 
Synthesizing Sustainability, 
Human Rights, and 
Environmental Justice: Creating 
a New Synergy for Social Work 
Keynote address, Dr. Catherine 
Hawkins, Texas State University 
 
Beyond the Tipping Point: 
Global Trends and the 
Implications for Social Policy 
Dr. Stephen Kauffman, Widener 
University 
 
Childhood Lead Exposure and 
Delinquency: Environmental and 
Behavioral Risk Factors 
Dr. Jonathan Kremser, Kutztown 
University 
 
Removing the Training Wheels: 
A Student's Journey from an 
Individual Reflection to a Global  
Perspective 
Dr. Heather LaBarre, Kutztown 
University 
 
 
Identifying Qualities of 
Environmental Racism and 
Effects on Non-Dominant 
Populations in the United States 
McKenzie Hollenbach, Kutztown 
University  
 
"Downtown Development" 
Affects More than Facades: 
Encroaching Gentrification in 
Allentown, Pennsylvania 
 Courtney Newcomer, Kutztown 
University 
 
Ecological Justice: A Literature 
Review 
Sophia Roman; Katrese Bradley; 
Wakeleet Anifowoshe, Kutztown 
University  
 
Domestic Violence: Human 
Rights Issue in India 
Jessica Brokenshire, Kutztown 
University 
 
Childhood Lead Poisoning: What 
Social Workers Can Do 
Sara Strayer, Widener University 
 
 
Impact of Acculturation on 
Education and Family 
Environment among Immigrants 
and their Children in the United 
States 
Alexandria Blackman; Felicia 
Trieval; Kate Serrill, Kutztown 
University 
 
Homelessness a Local and 
Global Crisis: A Social Worker’s 
Response 
Anthony Calafaty, Kutztown 
University 
 
Ecological Humanism of the 
Quran and International 
Development 
Dr. Ashraf Adeel, Kutztown 
University 
 
Moderator, Dr. Edward Hanna, 
Kutztown University 
 
 
Join us for the 
6th Annual Conference on  
Social Work in the Global Environment: 
How do we build a fair, just, and peaceful world? Local efforts with global implications. 
 
November 17, 2017 
Kutztown University of Pennsylvania 
Call for proposals now open: 
https://www.kutztown.edu/academics/colleges-and-departments/liberal-arts-and-sciences/departments/social-
work/events/social-work-in-the-global-environment-conference.htm 
